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Letters from an earTy age to the age of twen- 
ty-five, Published >y Mathew'M<3nrague, 
esq. 2 vols. 8rt>. 14s. 

The Works ofjames Barry, esq. Histo- 
rical Painter, J #to; Byols. 

Love and MSdftesB-'f a story too true, 
m a Series of letters', between Parties 
whose naines would 1>e mentioned were 
they less known or less lamented, 12mo.5s. 

The first Haft-yearly Report of the 
London Society tor promoting Christiani- 
ty a,inong the Jews, with' the List of Sub- 
scribers. 

The Edinburgh Review, No. ¥7,8*0, 6s. 

The Quarterly Review No. 2, 8yo.,5«. 

The second pirt of the aixtb volume qf 
Transactions of the Royal Society ol Edin,- 
feurgb, 4to. Is. 6c" 

Letters of the Swedish Court written 
chiefly in the early part of the' reign of 
Gustavus III. 12roo. 6s. 



BO J. I.TICS. 

An Address to tie Sing, the Ministry, 
and the People of Great Britian.and ' re - 
land, on t|ie "present State of the Money 
System of the United Kingdoms; with 
an Appen&x< containing Letters of his 
Majestiv's Ministers to the Author; by 
John Locker, f*\ 2s- 6d. 

American Candour, in a Tract lately 
piibli.s^ed at. Boston, entitled, Analysis 
of tbe'.jate Ctoiresppn<j,en.ce between our 
Administration an<T <5reat Britain and 
France, with an attempt to show what are 
the real causes of ^he'feihjre of the Nego- 
tiation, Ssj 6d. 

KVXAL ECONOKT. 

The" Vflla Garden Directory, or month- 
ly index of works to be done ' in ;ToWn, 
and Villa Gardens, Shrubberies and Par- 
terres, j. with Hints on the T&atnienJ! of 
Shrubs and Flowers ; by Walter Nicoll, 
8vo..fs. 6d. 
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NOTICES OF WORKS NOW IN THE IRISH PRESS. 



POEMS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS, 

BY MISS HALF.OV&- 

We. feel much pleasure in announcing 
to the Public, that our Co»u»try-wo.- 
Bian has committed the ejSosinns of h,er 
leisure hours to the Press, and we anti- 
cipate much gratification, to the lovers 
of chaste Poetry. 

A bigUy interesting Work to the 
Irish public, is now iu the Press, and 
we understand will shortly be published, 
from the pen, of J. B. Trotter es<i..,..Alsoa 



volume of Miscellaneous Poetry, by the 
same Author is in the Press. 

Anecdotes taken -frorn real Life for the 
improvement ot Children, by Mary Lead- 
beater, with appropriate Engravings 4e* 
signet! by some yomjg Ladies. 

Authors and Pitblis/iejs who are desiro'is 
to announce theit works, whether recently 
published, or yet in the Press, are informed 
that if they communicate notices' (postpaid) 
tiey shall be inserted in this Magazine free, 
of expense. 



MONTHLY RETROSPECT OF POLITICS. 



T? XTR AORQIKTAR Y emergencies 
wtj Usually call forth extraordinary 
Exertions ;' and in dangerous and dif- 
ficult times the human character as- 
sumes a variety, boMrress,.anil decisioh 
which tits it for encou,«iteringobstacles 
and meeting the , crisis with effect. 
Examples of this are frequent in his- 
tory; but we, in these days, have sucji 
demonstration of it .as Jhe page of 
history cannot furnish. A revolution,' of 
unexampled magnitude, and attended 
with stupendous consequences has token 
place before our eyes; and a nation 
deemed incapable of great exertions, 
or of the perseverance necessary to 
crown meriterious efforts with success, 



ha% by a change of circumstances, bev 
come the most prominent object on th$ 
face of .the gfobe. 

Arbitrary power lqng continued, and, 
formed into a regular system jnErancei 
seemed to affect the.physical qualities 
of the people ; and the notoriqus and 
avowed corruptiao, pervading «;ver» 
department of the government, 'had. 
a pernicious influence on. their moral 
principle; This " w» an ... ...unnatural 

state of society, and the disorder having 
reached its height, a powerful' re actiort 
of the constitution- burst asunder all 
the social relations, and expelled the. 
evil sooted in -the core. This is the 
aaluralJjendency of despotism : in those. 
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Subjected to its baleful influence it first 
paralyses the wholesome energies im- 
planted by nature, then poisons the 
source of all honourable sentiment and 
feeling, andhavingsufficiently degraded 
its victim, at length outraged humanity 
rebels and tardy vengeance recoils or. 
the authors of so much evil. 

Were the authors of the njischief 
only to suffer, we might be willing 
to leave things to their natural course ; 
but in great political convulsions, the 
innocent being the more numerous 
class are generalLy in that proportion 
the greater, sufferers, and tfieir efforts 
at relief often serve only to aggravate 
and prolong their calamity, it be- 
comes then the duty of every real 
friend of social order to rouse the 
attention of the community to what 
is interesting to all, to endeavour to 
fix society on a firm foundation, and 
see that it contributes more to indivi- 
dual happiness than that state of nature 
enjoy.ea by the wild uncultivated tribes 
of Africa and America. France ought 
to be an effectual warning to all 
governments, as it is an awful example 
to all bad ones. The revolution of 
1688, in our own country was not 
half so impressive; that might be con- 
sidered as the natural impatience of 
a people tolerably accustomed to the 
blessings of freedom, at seeing before 
their eyes the ignominious fetters of 
tyranny forged for their subjugation. 
A people used to controul their 
Kings, might easily be supposed wil- 
ling on an emergency to get rid of 
a bad one; but for a nation immersed 
in slavery, as the body of the French 
were, by whom the revolution was 
accomplished, for such a one to rise 
as if by inspiration, assert their rights 
and avenge their wrongs; this, is a 
spectacle" for statesmen to contemplate ; 
this shows that the cord if stretched 
too tight will snap at last. The suc- 
cess of the trench on the Continent 
lias been less owing to the energy 
infused by the revolution, than to 
the folly of the Continental govern- 
ments, but we need not say more of 
those who would hazard the safety 
and independence of their native land 
by clinging - to abuses by which they 
throve, and draining the heart's blood 
from an ill geveT*e2 and discontented 
Country. We may withdraw awhile 



from scenes of such infatuation and 
weakness, and without confining our- 
selves by local views, consider the 
path which a wise people _ would pur- 
sue under certain circumstances. 

Suppose a nation long accustomed 
to much civil and political freedom, 
enjoying many privileged, some founded 
on immemorial usage, arid others on 
written records agreed 16 by the dif- 
ferent parties in the state, empowered 
for that purpose, and all these together 
forming fthat is called the constitution, 
of the country, lhat fnis written 
and unwritten constitution is expressly 
allowed to be the birth-right of all* 
is held up to each individual as the 
most valuable inheritance, which he 
ought to esteem above all other en- 
joyments arid the only- safeguard ancl 
guarantee of them alt That it is 
committed in trust to a body of men' 
to be managed for the behoof of the: 
great mass of the people, by the free 
suffrage of whom the constitution sup- 
poses the former to be chosen. That 
the people are attached to this order 
of things, have made extraordinary 
sacrifices for its support, and would 
hazard their lives to defend it from 
foreign aggression. 

Should a people so circumstanced 
begiH at length to perceive that the 
body to whom the constitution is en- 
trusted, and to' whom is committed 
the charge of watching over their 
immediate interests, is not choseri as 
the constitution intends ; is not their 
real representative, and does not re- 
gulate its t'bnduct by the clearly ex* 
pressed national opinion; that many 
flagrant abuses take place in the 
management of their affairs, which the 
constitution endeavoured to prevent 5 
and that the constitution has not pro- 
vided the only adequate remedy for 
these grievances, by prescribing how 
the representative body shall be made 
the true organ of the People's will. 
Should this Knowledge become general 
in the nation, and especially from the 
recent discovery of certain untoward 
events, make tiipm discontented with 
the present administration of the con- 
stitution, and urgently desirous that 
at least what is called the popular 
Branch of the constitutional Tree may 
be freed from the influence of the 
other orders and transferred to them 
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for their proper use and benefit.-^In 
such a situation what should be the 
conduct of a wise government, even 
without any reference to external 
i ire u instances, or the present alarming 
state of the world i In.sucha country 
with a high sense of political liberty, 
and smarting under an extieme pressure 
of taxation, would it be prudent to 
make a general stand against " popular 
encroachment," and crush by penal 
statutes that Spirit of inquiry which 
now pervades the' nation. 

We think this is the fatal policy which 
has led to the almost total overthrow of 
the Continental powers ; by contemning 
and opposing the voice of the people, 
some of them were absolutely destroy- 
ed, and by refusing to ameliorate the 
condition of their subjects, others have 
found them passive and insensible in 
the hour of danger. It cannot be so 
in the country we have contemplated ; 
even should government be unwilling 
to yield up toe undue influence it has 
acquired, the example of former times 
will intrude and make the voice of 
reason be heard ; and conciliatory mea- 
sures promptly pursued, will drovvu 
tiie voice of discontent and faction. It 
is not enough that the constitution of 
the government be beautiful in theory, 
it must be felt, must Come to the m<fes 
of the people in a ' tangible shape,' 
in order to gain their affections, aiui be 
supported by them with energy- '1 he 
peopie are \vi»e enough now to know 
that government is a tiling contrived 
tor their use, and tiiat whenever it les- 
sens their comforts, curtails their pri- 
vileges, or refuses minute attention to 
their complaints, it ceases to be legiti- 
mate, and loses all claim to their ve- 
neration ai.d regard. As they are now 
awaking from a slumber that might 
have been iatal, let them publicly 
and freelv make known the object 
they are in pursuit of, and the means 
by which they would desire to enjoy 
it; it is better that opinions be freely 
expressed, than silent e imposed on a 
nation till it is urged into dangerous 
excess. It it time for these countries 
to assert their right to the enjoy m.'iil 
of the constitution in its purity ; we 
believe it to be the best in the world, 
and belter adapted to mankind, us they 
are than any other; but in the lapse of 
ti ne,!ikeal!otliei-humai.esUbiislimei ts,- 



it has contracted imperfections, which 
spoil its beauty, and impair its power 
to answer the purposeof its institution — 
the happiness of l liose embodied under its 
protection. A periodical renovation of 
it would seem necessary to recall men's 
attention tofirst principles; and it might 
be well, il, atter the revolution of each 
half century at most, some mode were 
adopted of giving it a solemn revision/ 
corresponding with the importani e of 
the object, by an extra-deputation of 
persons appointed for that particular 
purpose. 

We conceive that the duty we owe 
society, calls upon us to turn the at- 
tention of our fellow-citizens to the 
crisis in which they are placed : the 
present times are fertile in great po- 
litical changes: we stand in a com- 
paratively enviable situation, and the 
form of our government is admirable, ; 
but reduced to practice" — it wants the 
vigour of youth and the energy of 
virtue: it wants diffusion through all 
classes of the people, in order to in- 
sure their happiness, and render it 
stable as the soil thej inhabit. . Then, 
while time and opportunity still con- 
tinues, as they value the blessings of 
freedom themselves, and would wish 
to transmit them unimpaired to their 
posterity, let them become the arti- 
ficers of their own destiny: Let theih 
consider the present eventiul period till 
they acquire a cnaracter that shall rise 
superior to difficulties, and find secu- 
rity in its own resources ; and by a 
steady perseverance hi temperate mea- 
sures, iet them endeavour, either to 
force the interested part of the com- 
munity to a seasonable acquiescence 
with the wishes of the whole ; or where 
the letter of the constitution is silent, 
jet in strict conformity with its spirit, 
to devise means to correct and prevent 
the recurrence of abuses which destroy 
the pub.L: morals, and sap the foun- 
dations of national safety. 

bmce our last month's notice, the 
public attention, as to foreign af- 
fairs, has been chiefly directed to Uf 
l'lench and Austrian armies. These 
immense engines of human destruction 
are wielded by Ihecon'.ending Emperwj 
with dispropJriiouad power, and un- 
equal skill ; and this we fear it has 
not been attempted to equalize during 
tiie in'.erval of actual bostillity, by 
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extending advantages to the subjects 
*>f the weaker country, which would 
have secured their effectual assistance 
now, when become essentially neces- 
sary. Even when an unexpected check 
was given to the French arras — which, 
like the famous Bantrybay expedition 
to our own country, was accomplished 
more by the elements than by valour 
or the wisdom of councils. We hear 
of no, exultation, no attempt of the 
people to rise and help to expel their 
invaders ; and in the countries already 
traversed by the victorious army, when- 
ever the regular force is beaten, taken, 
or expelled, they Seem so entirely sub- 
dued that the troops are drawn away, 
as if there were no apprehension of 
danger from them. 

' i he three days' interruption that 
Bonaparte experienced at Vienna, and 
the breaking down of the bridge over 
the Danube, on the retreat of the Aus- 
trian*, was favourable to their cause. 
The Archduke Charles made use of 
the time from the 12th to the 20th of 
May, in collecting the scattered divi- 
sions of his army, and occupying ^a 
favourable position on the left bank. 
The French head-quarters at this time 
were at Ebersdorff, a town a few leagues 
to the south-east of Vienna, where the 
river is intersected by two islands, the 
larger, In derLoban, nearer to the left, 
or north bank. Here, having constructed 
three bridges over as many arms into 
which tfie river is divided by the islands, 
the French began to pass on the night 
of the 20th. of May, and occupied two 
villages, Essling and Asperne, on the 
worth hank. , Auout noon the next day, 
the 2 1st, the Archduke, with 90,000 
men and 200 pieces of cannon, accor- 
ding to the Freucu accounts, attacked 
the enemy, consisting, b> the Austrian 
bulletins, of 80,000 men, and a most 
obstinate engagement ensued, and con- 
tinued, until night separated the com- 
batants. The battle was renewed, 
with sanguinary violence on the morn- 
ingof the22d. TheFrench andAuslrians, 
each claim the superiority on these two 
days; and there may now appear a dif- 
fic'ulty-in deciding where victory would 
have remained ; but an accident beyond 
the reach of human prudence or cal- 
culation, left the hard-earned fruits 
entirely with the Austrians. A sudden 
swelling of the Danube, which gene- 
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rally takes place later in the season, 
carried away two of the bridges which 
had been constructed with so much 
labour, and cut off the French from 
receiving any more supplies either of 
men or ammunition, from the right or 
south side, and leaving the army en- 
gaged with the Austhans only a com- 
munication with the island of In tier 
Loban, by the bridge which had escap- 
ed, in this most critical situation, 
Bonaparte ordered his army to retreat 
and concentrate itself, and at night 
it passed over into the island of in der 
Loban, still having a communication 
with the leit bank, by keeping pos- 
session of theTete du Pont. 

We may remark here on the exulta- 
tion manifested at this cheek given to 
the French arms, and the weak con- 
clusions drawn from it, as if Bonaparte 
were now deprived of the power to 
commit farther mischief. VVc might, 
indeed rejoice were the inordinate am- 
bition of this man restrained, were 
the armies of the Emperor Francis 
able to repel the inroads of his legions, 
or were the prostrate dynasties of 
Europe at length roused from their 
degradation, and prepared to oppose 
his power, with the only effective arms, 
the arms of justice and freedom. In 
this case the effusion of human blood, 
and the increase of human misery 
might be restrained, and society in gene- 
ral reap some advantage; but unless 
some of these consequences are likely 
to ensue, we need not exult, although 
we must feel pleased that tbedestrue- 
tion of our ally is interrupted, and 
that there is a probability of some better 
' terms being procured by him on that 
account. .As to ourselves, fourteen 
millions of people surrounded by a 
better rampart than the Danube, need 
neither exult nor despond at tlie de - 
feats or successes of Bonaparte ; a good 

foyernment. union and comfort at 
ome would render us secure from him, 
were all the rest oj Europe lying under 
Ws feet, W# apprehend, however, 
that the conclusions drawn from Bona- 
parte's-retreat across the Danube, and 
the unexpected success of the Arch- 
duke, are wholly unwarranted by these 
events. In the battles of the 2 1st and 
22d, if the advantage had not been 
with the French, how could they after- 
wards have retreated so orderly, by 4 
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single bridge, into the island of In der 
Looan? and had the Archduke beat 
them so completely as he represents in 
his bulletins, why end he not continue the 
action until their ammunition was ex- 
pended, and while they were cut off 
trom a supply, bj a decisive effort, an- 
nihilate this army, which would un- 
doubtedly have compelled Bon parte 
to a precipitate retreat from the Aus- 
trian dominions ? On these a< counts, we 
conceive Bonaparte to be equally for- 
midable as whtn he advanced to 
Vienna. His army has sustained con 
siderable loss 1,100 killed, and 3,000 
wounded by his own statement, and 
many superior officers, among whom are 
thre* Generals and Marshal Lasnes 
t(Duke of Montebello) who died a few 
da} s after the action of the 23d ; but 
it is probable the loss of the Austrians 
is not interior ; and as the army of 
Italy forme/) a junction with him on 
the 26th of May, at Bruck, within two 
or three dajs' inarch of Vienna, and 
J'ernadotte is advancing on the north 
of the Danube, with a large reinforce- 
ment, besides the numerous bodies of 
troops ordered from the Tyrol, which 
seems now perfectly tranquillized, we 
may shortly expect to hear of some 
of those immen«e operations which 
astonish the world after his apparent 
temporary suspension. 

'Jrt»e Archduke John, who command- 
ed the Austrians in Italy must haye re- 
tired far from that country, although 
we are unacquainted with th ■ details as 
the Italian army had advanced as far as 
Gratz in Cariothia, and to Bruck, on 
the road to Vienna ; and the Duke of 
Kagusa (Marmont) was marching from 
Dalraatia, with, his division to form a 
junction with it. 

In Poland the Archduke Ferdinand, 
after the capture of Warsaw, proceeded 
along the Vistula, took 1 horn, and 
was goin" on towards Dantzic; but 
we are inarmed that he has now com- 
menced hwretrtat to Germany. 

The Russian declaration of war. 
against Au tria, bears date Peterslmrgh 
the Jth of May, and we hear of her 
troops advancing to the Austrian fron- 
tier: should Bonaparte's situation ap- 
pear at all hazardous, ,we doubt not 
put all trie means of this mighty em- 
pire woiiUl be employed for his" sup- 
W 



Of Turkey we know nothing : nei- 
ther can the movements of that chaotic 
mass possess any interest compared 
with the present critical state of the 
other parts of Europe. 

It is with some eoncern that we ad- 
vert to the difficulties in which Sweden 
finds herself placed. The Emperor of 
Russia in respect to her, has occupied 
the ground we took for- refusing to 
treat of peace with France in the early 
periods of the revolution. Instability 
of the government, social order, and re- 
volutionary example, are profaned ml/is 
mouth, and made the infamous pretexts 
for refu>ipg their proffered friendship, 
and tor endeavouring, with his dispro* 
portioned force, to overwhelm that 
unlortunate country. Now is the time 
fop the interposition of England: let 
her now send a portion of that fleet and 
army which are wasting their strength 
in Portugal, for an object which we 
must lose, to assist the Swedes in con- 
quering peace, and defend ing that con- 
stitution and king, which they them- 
selves have chosen. 

In Portugal, Sir Arthur Wellesly, 
after the re-capture of Oporto, and de- 
feating the rear of Soult's corps, fol- 
lowed uphis success withall hi» charac- 
teristic rapidity ; but after a severe* fa- 
tiguing pursuit through a difficult coun- 
try, he was obliged to return without 
having overtaken that officer. The 
French, we understand are now en- 
tirely out of Portugal : of their ope- 
rations in Spain we know little with 
certainty, except that the province of 
Austurias was very unexpectedly at- 
tacked by them sometime ago, when 
thev were not thought to be in force 
in that neighbourhood ; Oviedo, the 
capital, taken, from whence Romana 
and the bishop with diffi- ulty effected 
their escape ; the latter having arrived 
in England ; and the who.e province 
seems to be now in possession of the 
French. !t must give pleasure to the 
friends of liberty to le^rn, that there 
is now under the consideration of the 
Supreme Jupta, at Seville, 'a truly pa- 
triotic proclamation fo the Spanish 
people, i.nd a plan for the formation 
of a National Constitution, for the most 
part on liberal principles, and pro- 
viding for individual protection and 
an equal distribution of law and justice 
to the community, by a proper repfc- 
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Rentation of the people in the Cortez, 
or general estates of the kingdom. 
This, if carried into effect, may yet 
do some good ; altiiough we tear it is 
too late to revive the name of patriot- 
ism, which, if ever realty kindled, is, 
by injudicious measJres, misfortunes, 
and disappointment, now nearly ex- 
tinguished. 

Our relations with America, instead 
of becoming more simple and defined, 
seem every day to be. getting more 
perplexed and intricate. As soon as 
we are gratified by hearing that our 
minister in America had come to such 
an understanding, and made such ar- 
rangements with that government as 
promised a speedy termination to all 
our disputes, we are officially informed 
by our ministry at home that he bad 
exceeded his powers, and acted in 
direct opposition to bis instructions. 
What the consequence of this vacil- 
lation in our councils may be, we can- 
not tell, but we tear that the disgust 
and disappointment in America will be 
in proportion to he aimost extravagant 
joy manifested by them at the supposed 
amicaole termination of our differences. 

We remember, before the unfortu- . 
nate commencement of hosiil ties with 
France, in 1793, how anxious that 
people were to preserve peace, with 
England, how highly they praised and 
esteemed Englishmen, and how their 
love tor this country seemed really to 
have become a national feeiing— arising 
probably from the recent change in their 
circumstances ; and we all now know 
that the prevalence of evil councils 
have accomplished as complete a re- 
volution in this respect, as ever took 
place in the sentiments and feelings 
of any people: We fervently hope tnat 
the present protracted negotiations with 
America may end differently ; but the 
prevailing sentiments of adminis; ration 
and their unknown diplomatic abilities, 
give very considerable ground for ap- 
prehension. 

However the bloody -contests on 
the .Coiitiuent may terminate, mke-- 
ther the old governments nave yet so 
much of the' spirit of vitality remaining, 
as to survive the . present crisis, or 
-vhether they succumb to the rising 
lortunes of the new dynasty, which 
he. true lovers. of liberty cannot but 
wish to fall in its turn ere long, to 



make room for a better order of things 
than the present military despotism; 
we have still more important objects', 
and of much nearer interest to us, 
to engage our attention in our do- 
mestic struggles, to settle Our liber- 
ties on a securer basis. 

During the dynasty, of the Smarts, 

Jrerogative was unbiushingly avowed, 
ames the first laid the foundation for 
the misfortunes of his family, in his 
favourite doctrine of " the fight di- 
vine of kings to govern wrong." 
His sou Charles, the first, was a pro- 
ficient in this school, and to the 
favourite system of knig-iraft added 
the viee of hypocrisy. Charles the: 
second uninstructed by misfortunes. 
Was, after his restoration, profligate hi 
private life, and tyrannical in his 
maxims and manner of government, 
and his ill-fated successor, the im- 
beciie James, justly forfeited his crown 
by his aviherence to the doctrines and 
practice of the family. 

In succeeding reigns prerogative 
gradually gave p'ace to the insinuating 
vices ot* corruption, till at length Sif 
Robert Walpole digested this new plan 
of governing into a system, and with 
the effrontery of a vicious heart, avow- 
ed, " that every man had his price." 
We hesitate not to declare that this 
assertion is untrue, and a libel a- 
gainst human nature, and yet we must 
acknowledge with sorrow, that too many- 
have, as far as regarded themselves, justi- 
fied the truth of this misanthropic max- 
im. Corruption is the enemy whom we 
have to encounter, whose maturity of 
years and strength has become truly for- 
unliable, and whose inroads on the con- 
stitution, during the last forty or fifty- 
years, have been great and alarming. 

It is consolatory, however, to the 
friends of peace and stability, to find 
that a considerable degree of public 
spirit is lately revived in England ; for 
the ConstitUiUin improved affords the 
best security against foreign enemies, 
as well as against the no less dangerous 
enemies, the abators of corruption 
at home, and gives the most secure 
basis for permanent tranquillity. The 
foice of popular fe. ling has an evident 
effect on the house of commons, and pub- 
lic censure to a certan degree exerts a sa- 
lutary corrective influence within their 
walls. It must be allowed that some assert 
corruption is necessary to the existence 
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of government in whatever bands, and 
tetls us '''tis oaf charter;" Perci- 
vat concedes by inches, and exerts all 
his sophistry and special pleading to 
fritter away, and undo his concessions ; 
yet still if we view the process of 
affairs during the present session, the 
influence of the people has considera- 
bly encreased. At the commence- 
ment of the session, the haughty lan- 
guage of defiance ^and disdain was 
burled against the intrepid '^Wardte, 
and the smalt band of reformers who 
supported -him. Instructed by their 
defeat, the ministry. Became bore 
cautious, and avoided meeting "with 
any more tangible instances 'of cbrrup- 
tion : they resited 1 general' inquiry, 
and loudly proclaimed their innocence ; 
but when a terwards ' challenged to 
particular instances in the persons 6i 
some of the chief members 1 of' admi- 
nistration, they shVutfk back iifld wished 
for no more examination^ at the bar. 
They have assumed a lower tone, 
but show u;o disposition to' remove 
t\\i radical existence of evil*, of which 
they cannot deny the existence,. . 

In London and Edinburgh the friends 
to the old system have celebrated the 
birth-day of "Pitt, by public dinners. 
This may be considered as a plan to 
counteract the public meetings in' fa- 
vour of reform, ' and as a rallying 
point for the scattered forces of minis- 
ters and their expectants. Placemen 
and pensioner fided the tables, and 
with the enthusiasm of three times 
three, drank 'success to the system, 
whence they had their, gams ; but the 
people, groaning under the weight of 
taxaitftft, wad no inducements to sympa- 
thize fri their mirth'. They attempted 
to revive, the old watch- words against 
tioerty, and with entire consistency 
adoped the ominous name of Pitt as 
their signal. Yet who that dispas- 
sionately considers the present state oT 
Europe, the enormous Weight of tax- 
ation; and the abridgement of liberty 
in the British isles, all justly referrable 
to his cou nsets, or the counsels of those 
who secretly and behind the curtain, di- 
rected him, can wish for a continuation 
of tliat system, which has m its effects' 
proved so fatal, arid to which ill his 
keen sensations of regret in the eminent' 
Failure of it, he Wmswf prpbably jell a* 
victim ? 

In the struggle between reform 



and corruption, if the people had di- 
rected their attention exclusively a- 
gainst the present ministry, it is pro- 
bable they must have retired from 
placte ; ajttf their Opponents appeared 
at one time to anticipate their triumph: 
but now according to the whining speech 
of Mf. 'flerney, they are displeased 
at the want of confidence justly shown 
towards them. The resolutions from 
Bristol, for which see the Official Docu- 
ments, page 478, boMjy deifetre 'that 
the co-operation of men interested ift 
the continuance of corruption is neither 
looked for nor desired. Among the op- 
position, not a Je«r enjoy sinecure 
places, and they all probably' Wish 
again to taste the sweets of office, with- 
out any abridgement of the means' of 
gratifying their craving- after thy emo- 
luments of place.' 'To neither of the 
old parties can the people look with 
confidence for the removal of abuses. 

Mr. Whitbread's motion to pledge 
parliament to take op early in the 
next session, the consideration of limit- 
ing the nomber of placemen, and to 
exclude pensioners irom' sitting in the 
bouse of commons-, as also a motion to 
abridge the number of sinecures,' were 
both negatived. 

The bill introduced by Mr. Curwen 
has passed through the house of com- 
mons. ' At its first introduction it did 
not appear to possess^sufftcient strength 
or energy to accomplish its title, to 
prevent the sale of seats in parliament ; 
but its ineffkacy has beeu still further 
increased by the ins'tduous conduct 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
He has succeeded to mould it to his 
own views ; and still farther than in the 
original bill, to give a monopoly of 
boroughs to the treasury. He has con- 
trived to guard against conviction, by 
requiring that a place should be ex- 
pressly' given, for the purpose of pro- 
curing a vote, so that no one who is 
riot' a bungler, or who is not clumsey- 
fingered in his practice of bribing, 
is m danger of suffering under the 
penalties of this accommodating and 
iatitudina/y bill. So long as offices 
sire,- by connivance, permitted to be 
given instead of money, the evil in- 
tended to be prevented by the original 
bill, must be increased, because a> 
ihan who purchases his seat With his 
own money may be independent, 
while the rttaiuers of the treasury must 
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hecessarily have an incubus operating 
on them, so as to injure their inde- 
pendence. Tbe oath to be taken by 
the elected against having practised 
bribery is also removed, though while 
the elector is forced to swear, it would 
be difficult to show why, a fortiori, the 
elected should be exempted irom 
the exculpation of an oath against bri- 
bery. Oaths, however, are easily 
evaded, and they seldom operate to 
check villiany. Heavy penalties easily 
recoverable, would have probably 
produced the most effectual check 
against the practice of purchasing 
seats,, which the speaker of the house 
of commons, in an energetic speech, 
pronounced to be a violation' of the 
constitution. But to stop the trade of 
cwruption, or to restore the consti- 
tution, is seldom the aim of men 
hackneyed in the artifices of governing. 

I,ord Folkstone, with great propriety, 
moved that the title of the bill should 
be, "A bill for the more effectually 
preventing the sale of seats in parlia- 
ment for money, and for promoting 
the monopoly thereof to the treasury, 
by means of patronage." But although 
his motion was negatived, yet during 
the progress Of the bill through the 
houseof lords, whe»e it finally passed, 
it was supported by the lords in admi- 
nistration, and the Earl of Liverpool 
especially defended it, because it was 
a measure not connected with the re- 
form of parliament. 

Sir Francis Burdett, after a long 
speech, in which he showed that • the 
present system of rotten boroughs, was 
equally prejudicial to the prerogative 
of the king, and the rights of the peo- 
ple, and only advantageous to a small 
portion of the aristocracy, the borough, 
mongers, to prevent any longer a mis- 
representation of his opinions on 
the subject, proceeded to detail his 
plan, for a more equal representation 
of the people, and shortening the du- 
ration of parliaments, and concluded 
with moving a resolution, that the 
house would early in next session pro* 
ceed to consider the state of the repre- 
sentation. This reasonable proposal 
was supported by the small minority 
of 15, among whom we only recog- 
tiize one Irishman, Mr. Hutchinson. 

in taking a view of the parliament- 
ary proceedings of this month, we 
cannot omit to notice the fate of a 



bill introduced by Lord Erskine to 
prevent cruelty to animals. It par- 
sed through the 'house of Lords, and 
was finally rejected before the third 
reading in the commons. It was 
acknowledged by the supporters of 
the bill to be the commencement of 
a new era in legislation, but the idea 
was scouted by the class of obscur- 
ants, orbedarkners, and-antUretormists. 
Animals have their rights, and as yet, 
cruelty towards them is only punish- 
ed from a reference to the" interest 
of the owners, without consideration 
of the wanton cruellies infi:eted ou 
them through inhumanity and caprice. 
There was a consistency » however, hi 
the opposition of the enemies of re- 
form, to this measvreof improvement. 
Windham who some years ago, sue* 
cessfully opposed a bill to prevent 
the barbarous and brutalizing practice 
of bull-baiting, lest it should diminish 
the courage (he should have uiote 
appropriately termed it ferocity) of 
the English, was steady to Jus prin- 
ciples on this occasion, and moved 
that the third reading of the 1>HI 
should be deferred for three months. 
Such is the progress of civilization in 
tbenrst deeeuniutn of the ltjth Century. 
Approaching, now to the close of 
the parliamentary campaign, we must 
again advert to the respectable cham- 
pion against corruption, G. Lloyd 
vV'afdle, to whose exertions, accom- 
panied with so much coolness awl 
moderation we are so highly indebted, 
and who by his unveiling the atroci- 
ties connected with the war depart- 
ment, gave the first impetus to the 
desire lor reform. It is curious to 
hear with what calumnies he is as- 
sailed by the friends of corruption; 
and if unblushing impudence were 
hot so common as not to excite sur- 
prize, it would be not without aston- 
ishment, diat we hear the advocates 
for a vigour beyond the law, and even 
men who themselves were among the 
foremost in committing acts of outrage, 
bring torWard an accusation against 
him for his conduct in Ireland, when 
with his regiment, the Ancient Britons, 
in the memorable years of 1797 and 
1798. It is not our intention to be 
the apologists for their outrages, and 
if any of his individual acts were im- 
proper, we shall not attempt to paU 
liate them ; though for the acts com- 
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mitted by his troop under the au- luring forward jst&h accoujits as he 

thority of magistrates^ ev^n though wanted, aVfari' tb^y could at the 

in his presence, we find some ex- beginning of ijw' next session, and 

cuse from the temper of (he times, and if they were hot' satisfactory, it was 

his liability: to be led astray by mis- understood he, might then move fpf 

representation, 'of a country' with further"' return,^ We cherish thje 

Which he was unacquainted, a«d Mia hope ^that he : ,wU overepmg *N pp- 

being in a situation, in which be was position to bis Tajjdabfe ekerjiops^ in 

particulaHy exposed to the imbibing detecting abuses,:, and that ijiejtt session 

of prejudices. We have heard no we shall behold him rgpewm^, his 

well authenticated instance of any act labpur* with unabated i ardphr, pne«- 

of cruelty committed by bim> bq,t ed by the approbatidh of tb^ fhink. J 

evfeii' iif fludh' should be substantiated, ing and virtuous part 'of. the com- 

we should giieve at' the fallible h,a- rajmityj 

ture of mart./biit'stioifld ;iiot be dis- According to a resolution of the 
posed on -feat account "to ■reject hint, house of Commons, the #h>uut qf 
or bis, preWrit services ; nor dp we the national debt of Great Britain is 
ask the aid of men, who Were them- stated to be 56.7 millions ! 
selves actors in similsir tragedies, to On the 21st, parliament was pro- 
be the first to throw blame on him, rogued by cpminissiop. The most pro- 
who, even if 'formerly led astray .in mineitt pajt of the'speecb fts. connected 
the mistaken feryor of youthful *ea) with our domestic politics, ,.» an ex- 
is now in his riper years, atoning hortation, "to inculcate both jjy in- 
for the errors of his youth. We are struction arid example, a spirit of 
therefore Willingly inclined to accept attachment to the establiishejci . laws, 
his present weU-directed endeavours, and the happy constitution of these 
Being frequently urged by his op- countries." 

ponents, Wfe at length catiie forward From the .manner of mentioning the 

with his plan for saving many mil- subject, We may perceive top dread 

lions to the state 1 ; if the public purse which ministers entertain. of\ rjefprm. 

were well taken care of by the house The watch-wprd of the . miniiterjaj 

of commons, ,whp, if truly the re'pre- party, by which they hope to defeat ajy 

sentattves of the people; and sym- attempi sat renovation, js the constitu- 

pathizing with them, would be the tion. i hey see£ to persuade that all 

watchful guardians of it. In the the abuses wtiicj} ihave been already 

course of his speech be pointed out detected, and the thousand which gjtill 

many abuses in' the different de- remain behind, are integral andneces- 

partments; and concluded with mo- sary/^te of the constitution, and that 

tions for papers farther to elucidate the constitution wilj be destroyed, if 

his assertions:* Ministers promised to its defects are reippved. 

a . The session is now closed, it wjll be a 

* An Estimate of the Savings in the memorable oiifi in the annals of the 

National Expenditure, as staled by Mr. united empire. 

Wardle, onliis motion for Papers, in the Whether the important and unex- 

House of Commons : pected events which have tauten jifece. 

Army M??^ in consequence of the investigation 

Management of Revenue 1,440,000 fa b ' .„ ^ ^ ^ 

Commissioners of Ac-/ „- „ Ar , • c c r * i " 

counts and Inquiry \ ^• 00 ° «"»«*■ °J *" er * of *f Jg". ^ . W 

Pensions 300,000 sequent happiness; ,whetoer,the popu- 

Colonies.'. 500,000 W fervour will again subside ujtonpa- 

Bounties... : 150,000 thy, or what consequences may be the 

Allowances on Debt 2-10,000 reult, remain inscrutable to human 

MilttaryExpenditure of ) 2 000 000 ^ en- k et the termination b£ as it may, 

Ireland.......... J ' ' the present crisis will be important in 

— *-* history. The people, in a m^re gene- 

£ l o ,851 ,000 ra j Wil y t ]ij, n i^gy n3 ve fojr several pre- 

Tbe savings .n the Nayal -tepartment ceding years, demand reform. The two 

would .tally make the total of hkmm M,U house f "£f p arl i araeU t, apd th« active 

bout! and cover any errors in rating the ■ , r *T -' j" -t 

Lviags i» the othe.4epartu.ents too high. ^» ts of government, xio not appear 



IS09.] 



Monthly Retrospect of Politics. 



41s 



to participate m this feeling, further than 
as they in a tew instances admitted the 
power of popular opinion, and gave way, 
Brappearedtogivt way, to its influence. 
But the people in many places are 
aroused ; even now, while thisttetrospect 
is penning, the nhabitants of the coun- 
ty of Essex are on the eve of -meeting 
to vindicate their rights, to assemble 
and deliberate on public events, as 
after two applications the sheriff had 
refused to call a meeting of that 
county. It remains to be seen whether 
during the present recess of parliament, 
the popular opinion will be decidedly 
and unequivocally expressed in favour 
of reform. Much will undoubtedly 
be done to lull the people into a state 
of indifference, but if they do express 
their. sentiments in favour of reform, 
with firmness and moderation, we 
think ministers will concede ; and parlia- 
ment in the njext session may probably 
recognize the just rights of the people 
to a correction of abuses. W hatever 
may be attempted by sap, the period 
to revive the system of terror we. trust 
will not be again attempted. Our pre- 
sent cabinet do not appear to possess 
the destructive energies of a Pitt. 

SCOTLAND. 

In our last month's Retrospect vre 
alluded to the rising spirit of our 
Scottish neighbours. For this month 
our information from that quarter is 
scanty. 

At the celebration of Mr. Pitt's 
birth-day at Edinburgh, Lord Mel- 
ville made a speech, in which after 
talk) ig of the great land marks of 
the constitution, and against reiormers, 
he expressed his determination to act 
in case attempt* should be made to 
do away abuses or according to his 
phrase, toalter-old established usages, 
to follow the practice of his friend 
whose memory they were met to 
celebrate. But we" ask is peculation 
one "of the established usages of the 
constitution," or one of " those bless- 
ings, which these countries afford to 
all descriptions of men." In truth the 
selfish interests of pbcvlators and 
the interests of the nation are widely 
different. We have hot heard, whether 
the noted Alexander Trotter of pecu- 
lating me nory attended to support 
his noble patron and partner on this 
occasion. 



It is Worthy of notice that the 
Edinburgh Reviewers in their last 
number, are entirely silent on the 
subject of reform, or the removal of 
abuses, though the recent investigation 
in parliament on the Uuke of York's 
business, and other instances of cor- 
ruption gave so good an' opportunity 
of explaining their sedtidients on these 
subjects. — They have on sever j\ m- 
stanees lately professed manly "and 
virtuous sentiments: fctit thte late 
omission gives room to suspect that 
their patriotism is guided tiy -the 
politics of the old opposition party ift 
parliament: and this party have on 
the late occasions displayed no energy 
in detecting abuses. In an article on 
the biography of those who figured 
in the French revolution, the Reviewer* 
discover their aristocratic prejudices, 
and seek to inspire a dread of reform. 
But it is not fair to charge the excesses 
of the French to this- cause, solely, or 
principally? The despotism -of their 
former government, and the coalition of 
princes against their n^wly regenerated 
liberty assisted ' to prepare- the crisis 
of delirium. The skilful physician 
examines the predisposing causes which 
produce the deleterious effects of a wide- 
spre,.ding epidemic. The French Re- 
volution has failed hitherto t« pro- 
duce the good effects which the 
friends of liberty expected from It, 
but it is not a legitimate conclusion 
that all attempts to procure reform 
will end in a similar disappointment. 

IRELAND. 

As an examination into the grievance 
of tithes is a measure connected with 
the best interests of our country, we 
sincerely regret that Mr. ParneiP? mo- 
tion, for an address to appoint com- 
missioners to inquire into this subject, 
was negatived. Jt was a temperate 
manner of proceeding, which left time 
for further consideration. We fear it 
is intended to afford no relief "in this 
case, and if so, it was consistent to 
make no inquiry. 

The Commissioners for inquiring 
into the state of Educatiou in Ireland, 
have made a repbrt to Parliament in 
this session. It appears to contain 
much important matter. We ftiipe 
shortly to present our readers with 
a full detail of its contents. 

Our JLrish finance minister bas been 
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again left in a minorityi en a clause 
in the Irish Revenue regulation bill, 
which exempted. officers from actions 
for taking bribes .from distillers, pre- 
vious to 1808. The. introduction of 
such a clause was disgraceful to the of- 
ficers who needed such an amnesty, 
and to their, superiors who so long 
permitted such conduct to pass un- 
noticed. Now that the nation is a 
little aroused to look into abuses, a 
plea is set up, that there should be 
no examination of the past. As well 
might there be a bill introduced to 
prevent criminal prosecutions against 
persons guilty of picking pockets prior 
to 18(18. The clause was evidence of 
criminality against the actors in such 
scenes, whether as principals or ac- 
cessaries; but members of boards 
might be restrainetLfroro inquiry into 
abuses of inferior officers, by a con- 
sciousness of wanting that indulgence 
which they showed to others. Great 
mismanagement exists ilk the financial 
department. Ministers, as long as they 
could, liked to lay on fresh taxes, be- 
cause they had thus the means of ex- 
tending their influence through the 
country, by the appointment of ad- 
ditional collectors. Evasions were prac- 
tised, and the actual receipts into the 
treasury fell far short of what might have 
been the produce of. the .taxes we'll ma- 
naged. 'It would be for the interest of 
the country to have fewer taxes, but 
these taxes to be fairly and impartially 
levied. He who occasions a defalca- 
tion in the revenue, whether an officer, 
or the subject liable to pay the duty, 
is not so much defrauding the treasury, 
as injuring his neighbour ; for if taxes 
tall short, the deficiency will be made 
Kip by fresh articles of taxation, and 
thus "the burden is unequally thrown 
ou the conscientious. 

In the exposition brought forward by 
jMr.YVardle, of the abuses in tiie ma- 
nagement of the finances of the em- 
pire, the maimer of collecting the re- 
venue in Ireland is eminently con- 
up cuotis, and justiiies the claim to the 
character to which our poor country 
feas long been entitled, as the iand of 
fobbing. Expensive as the collection 
of the revenue is in Great Britain, if 
tiie expense in Ireland were reduced 
to the same standard, the saving would 
»e very considerable ; but jobbing iu 



the supreme degree has for many 
years distinguished our Irish boards. 

I he cost of collecting the Irish Reve- 
nue is 1 If per. cent., while the English 
cosls 4f . I lie difference is enormous ; 
alter making every allowance for the 
additional expense of collecting a 
smaller sum, in which case the rate 
per cent is necessarily higher, but not 
in such disproportions. 

Our countryman, Henry Parnell, in 
his speech on this occasion, pointed 
out the enormity of the charges on 
collection in Ireland, and stated, that 
an annual saving might be made of 
3S8,0007. 

In this view of politics we sometimes 
may be allowed to give-it a prospec- 
tive cast, and anticipate approaching 
events likely shortly to occur. We 
now venture to make some remarks 
on the processions which usually take 
place on the 12lh of next month, and 
call upon the liberal of the Protestant 
part of the. community, to consider 
the hurtful tendency of such proces- 
sions. They certainly irritate the most 
numerous portion of our population, 
without producing tjie-smallest salutary 
effect. They promote disunion, ana 
weaken our strength. Last year, in 
the town of Mountrath, iu the Queen's 
county, some distressing events- were 
the consequences of this injudicious 
pageantry. The houses of several of 
the Catholics were attacked, and their 
windows broken. The priest of the 
town was compelled to fly, and expose 
himself to ■ injury in his health, by 
wading across a river. He was pre- 
viously in a state of ill health, and he 
died shortly after. At the ensuing 
assizes, a man was tried for breaking 
the windows, and foui'd guilty. The 
judge sentenced him to imprisonment, 
with some pointed observations on the 
absurdity of his laying claim to loyalty, 
while he was violating the laws. Others 
were acquitted, and some of the wit- 
nesses were charged with being guilty 
of perjury, for the sake of gratifying 
revenge' Thus examinations and re- 
criminations, much ill blood and bick- 
erings probably witn errors on both 
sides, resulted from this iil-judged 
observance of a day, and of an event, 
the commemoration of which, now, 
after the lapse of considerably more 
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than a centufy, might be suffered to 
fall into oblivion. 

If we try this mode of irritation 
practised on our neighbours, by the 
rule of doing unto others as we wish 
others should do to us, it will not 
stand the test of examination. No one 
would like to have the triumph of a 
procession in opposition to his peculiar 
opinions, annually paraded before his 
view. The practise lias a strong ten- 
dency to stir up the angry passions ; 
and so far from being the test of the 
truth of Protestantism, or a discrimi- 
nating badge of loyalty, is only the 
signal of disunion among neighbours. 
Sincerely attached to the peace and 
welfare of our country, we reprobate 
the practice, and most heartily do we 
wish to allay animosities, and heal the 
breaches of preceding generations.-""- 
We would by every means in our 
power endeavour to cherish a spirit of 
wise conciliation and concession, which' 
would have a teudency to prevent the 
horrors which may attend a continuance 
of a system of mutual irritation and 
hostility. Ireland will never be a happy 
Country so long as ancient animosities 
are kept alive in the breasts of the rival 
parties, which have so long distracted 
our unhappy country, paralir.ed her 
energies, and rendered her sons> by 
a mistaken policy, hostile to each 
other. 
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THE semME OOVERNISO JUST*, 
TO THE SPANISH NATIOX. 

It is three ages, Spaniards, since the 
salutary laws on which the nation 
founded its defence against the at- 
tempts of tyranny, have been ite 
stroyed. — Our fathers did not knew 
how to preservethe precious deposite 
of liberty, which their fathers had 
bequeathed them, and although all the 
provinces of Spain successively strug- 
gled to defend it, our evil stars which 
now began to pursue us, have ren- 
dered useless tho»e generous efforts.— » 
After having silenced reason and jus- 
tice, the laws from that time forward 
have been nothing else than an ex- 
pression, more or less tyrannical, or 
more or less beneficent of a parti- 
cular will. — Providence, as if to punish 
the loss of that beautiful prerogative 

BELFAST MAO. SO. XI. 



of freemen, has sentenced us to be 
unhappy, and paralized our Valour, 
arrested the progress of our under- 
standing, protracted civilization, and 
after having blended and exhausted 
the fountains of prosperity, we hare 
come to that condition, that an inso- 
lent tyrant has formed a project of 
subduing under his yoke the greatest 
nation of the globe, whithout reckon* 
ing upon its will, and despising its re- 
sistance.— — In vain have there been 
some instances within these last three 
ages of disasters, in which the best di- 
rected will of the princes has attempt- 
ed to remedy this, or the other, plagues 
of the state. — In vain tie increased 
illustration of Europe has lately in- 
spired our statesmen with projects of 
reform both useful and nee ssary. — 
Buildings cannot be erected upon sands, 
and without fundamental and consti- 
tuted laws to defend the good already 
done, and to prevent the evil which is 
intended to be done, it is useless for 
the philosopher in his study, and the 
public man in the theatre Of business, 
to exert himself for the good of the 
people, The most useful meditations, 
the best combined projects, are either 
not put in execution, or if they should 
be, tlity immediately fall to the grottnd. 
—In the' moment of a happy inspi- 
ration, succeeds another of ah fcufor- 
tunate one — to the spirit of econpmy 
and order, a spirit of prodigality and. 
rapine — to a prudent and miltf minis- 
ter, an avaricious and mad favourite 
— to the moderation of a pacific mo- 
narch, the rage of aff inhuman con* 
queror — and thus, without principles, 
without an established and fixed sys- 
tem, to which public measures and 
dispositions ran be affixed, the ship 
of the state floats without her 
sails, without a helm or direction, 
until, as has happened to the Spa- 
nish monarchy, it is dashed to pieces 
on some rock by the hurricane 
of tyranny.— i— The evils which 
are derived from so vicious a begin- 
ning cannot be calculated, when tliey 
are accumulated in such a manner, that 
nothing less than a revolution Can de 
stroythem. — '1 he Junta itself, in the 
midst of the power which you have 
placed in its hands; a power which 
makes them tremble on account of 
its unlimited extension, frequently 
1>PP 



